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The nations of the world are alarmed at the renewed 
escalation of Israel’s policy of aggression. 

It is no accident that the regime in Tel Aviv is cur- 
rently engaged in dangerous preparations for a new 
predatory campaign. These activities are a constituent 
part of the imperialist strategy for aggravating the 
international situation. Fitting neatly into the overall 
pattern of confrontation and a “get-tough” policy 
pursued in particular by the US imperialists, they are 
the outflow of the “strategic alliance” between the 
United States and the aggressive regime of Menachim 
Begin. 

Threats and warlike noises from Tel Aviv go well with 
the US doctrine providing for a nuclear first strike and 
limited nuclear war in Europe, with the peace-endanger- 
ing plans to deploy new medium-range missiles in 
Western Europe, with the provocative extension of US 
military bases on all continents, with the encourage- 
ment given to the Botha regime in South Africa as it 
launches one act of aggression after another against 
Angola and Mozambique, and with the support granted 
to blood-stained repressive regimes such as those in 
Chile and El Salvador in the shape of dollar handouts, 
weapons, advisers and economic aid. 

The campaign against Israel’s threats of aggression 
is part of the world-wide campaign by the peace move- 
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ments and all anti-imperialist forces to preserve world 
peace. 

In common with its socialist allies, the GDR will con- 
tinue to stand unswervingly by the side of the Arab 
people of Palestine and all other Arab peoples fighting 
for their just cause. The documents and statements re- 
produced below bear eloquent proof of this. 


Statement 


made by Erich Honecker, General Secretary of the SED 
Central Committee and Chairman of the GDR Council 
of State, on the occasion of the visit which Yassir Arafat, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and Supreme Commander of 
the Armed Forces of the Palestinian Revolution, paid to 
the German Demccratic Republic on 9—10 March 1982. 


No one can ignore the fact that the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization, notwithstanding the subterfuges em- 
ployed by imperialist circles, has been internationally 
recognized as the legitimate representative of the Pa- 
lestinian people. Whoever overlooks this point or re- 
fuses to face it for one reason or another is acting 
against the interests of all states in the region. 

Using Israel as their spearhead, the most aggressive 
quarters of imperialism are seeking to step up their 
military and strategic presence in that part of the world. 
In so doing they are flouting the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the states in that region, resorting to a 
carrot-and-stick policy, to pressure and boycott. The 
establishment of the so-called strategic alliance be- 
tween the United States and Israel and the annexation 
of the Syrian Golan Heights in violation of international 
law have led to a considerable worsening of tensions in 
the Middle East. 

Heedless of history’s lessons and basking in the 
favour of its imperialist mentors, Israel is denying the 
rights of the Palestinian people. As a result, matters 
have reached an impasse which is difficult to resolve. 
Peace and security in the Middle East dictate that Israel 
withdraw completely from all occupied lands and 
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guarantee the inalienable rights of the Arab people of 
Palestine, including their right to return to their home- 
land, their right to self-determination and their right to 
establish an independent Palestinian state. This de- 
mand is supported by the socialist countries and by the 
non-aligned nations as well as many realistically 
minded politicians in imperialist countries. 

We consider that holding an international conference 
in which all sides concerned would take part on an 
equal footing would be a realistic and timely measure 
designed to defuse the Middle East situation. It goes 
without saying that one of the participants would be the 
Palestine Liberation Organization as the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

The German Democratic Republic will not slacken in 
its support for the just cause of the Palestinian people. 
We deem it especially important for the Arab states and 
for all anti-imperialist and patriotic forces to act in 
unison. Our relations are marked by our common striv- 
ing for a new world in which an end will be put to the 
imperialist drive for supremacy and the oppression of 
other nations, and in which sovereignty, mutual respect, 
justice and solidarity will prevail. 


Statement made by a spokesman 
for the GDR Foreign Ministry, 
30 March 1982 


The spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
GDR has been authorized to declare: 

The German Democratic Republic vigorously con- 
demns Israel's policy of undisguised robbery and 
annexation, of organized and long-planned institu- 
tionalized terror against all those who are defending 
their birthrights. It calls for an immediate end to all acts 
of violence against the Palestinian population and for 
the reinstatement of its elected representatives. 

The GDR looks upon the question of Palestine as the 
cardinal issue of a lasting Middle East setthement and 
considers that given the current situation it is high time 
to return to the collective search for a comprehensive 
settlement of the Middle East conflict on a just and 
realistic basis. 

The GDR assures the fighting people of Palestine 
and the PLO as their legitimate representative of its 
unqualified solidarity and friendship. 

The General Secretary of the SED Central Committee 
and Chairman of the GDR Council of State, Erich 
Honecker, reaffirmed this fundamental stance of the 
GDR during the recent official friendship visit of Yassir 
Arafat, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
PLO and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces of 
the Palestinian Revolution. 

The GDR is unwavering in its support for the Syrian 


Arab Republic, a friendly nation, in its efforts to secure 
the return of the Golan Heights, which have been oc- 
cupied and annexed. 

It is high time that Israel’s expansionist urge gave 
way to comon sense, realism and a sincere desire to 
live at peace with the Palestinian people and all other 
Arab neighbours. 

In order to guarantee peace and security in the 
Middle East, it is a matter of urgent necessity that Israel 
desist from all annexationist acts in accordance with 
the relevant UN resolutions and that it withdraw from 
all occupied Arab and Palestinian territory. The rights 
of the Palestinian people, including their right to an 
independent state of their own, must be turned into a 
reality. 


Statement 

by the GDR Committee for 
Friendship 

with the Palestinian People 


It is with deep concern that the people of the German 
Democratic Republic are following the aggravation of 
the Middle East situation. Relying on their strategic al- 
liance with the United States, the Israeli rulers are pre- 
paring new acts of aggression and terror against the 
Arab people of Palestine and the Arab states. 

The policy of forcible seizure of territory and the 
mounting tide of repression in the illegally occupied 
Arab lands must be seen in the context of a long series 
of crimes perpetrated by the Zionist leaders. They form 
the backdrop to the bloodbath staged at Jerusalem's 
Al Aqsa Mosque on Easter Sunday and the subsequent 
acts of violence committed by the Israeli occupying 
forces in Palestine. 

This is not a case of some individual running amok, 
but of the Israeli rulers running amok as they pursue 
a policy of enslavement and extermination towards the 
Palestinian people. 

We condemn this murderous policy in the strongest 
possible terms. It not only constitutes a violation of all 
standards of international law and civilized behaviour 
among nations. It also poses a threat to world peace. 

The GDR Committee for Friendship with the Pales- 
tinian People knows that it has the support of all GDR 
citizens in emphatically calling for an end to the peace- 
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endangering, warlike policies of the Israeli aggressors 
and occupying forces. 

If a just peace and security are to prevail in the 
Middle East, it is absolutely essential that Israel with- 
draw completely from all occupied Arab lands and that 
it guarantee the inalienable rights of the Arab people 
of Palestine, including their right to return to their 
homeland, their right to self-determination and their 
right to form an independent Palestinian nation-state. 

We assure our Palestinian friends and all Arab forces 
supporting them of our full and unqualified solidarity in 
their just struggle and call on all peace-loving forces 
the world over to stay the aggressor’s hand. 


GDR Committee for Friendship with the Palestinian 


People 
Berlin, 15 April 1982 


The fuse is lit 


The Israeli aggressors have concentrated four divisions 
armed to the teeth along the border with southern 
Lebanon and placed them on increased alert. The ex- 
tensive preparations for an invasion into southern 
Lebanon are complete; the powder keg waits with its 
fuse lit. 

Years of belligerent practices have given the rulers in 
Tel Aviv an acute sense of smell which they have put to 
good use in timing their planned coup. Supported and 
protected by their strategic alliance with Washington, 
Begin’s extremists want to launch a major attack at this 
present sensitive moment in the international situation. 
What is their aim? 

First of all, to destroy the PLO, the fighting organiza- 
tion of Palestinians, and then to go on to exterminate 
the entire Arab people of Palestine. At least, that is 
how Zionist extremists see the “‘solution” to the Pales- 
tinian problem which is the core of the Middle East 
question. That would both violate international law and 
pose a threat to peace, and not only in the Middle 
East! 

Given this climate the Easter Sunday murders in 
Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa Mosque, one of Islam's holiest 
shrines, must be seen as a provocation: a 20-year-old 
Palestinian and a 70-year-old Mosque attendant died 
in a rain of bullets from the gun of an Israeli soldier. 
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Over 100 people were injured, some of them seriously. 
And during the subsequent protest by over a thousand 
Arabs a twelve-year-old Palestinian boy was killed by 
the careful aim of Israeli troops. 

The Begin government is trying to play down the 
bloodbath in Al Aqsa by labelling it the act of an in- 
dividual madman. Yet at the same time, as we see, it 
reacted against demonstrating Arabs with extraordi- 
nary brutality. The motive, character and aim of this 
repression well match the aggressive policies declared 
and practised by Tel Aviv both at home and abroad 
and the chauvinistic, demagogic and racist atmosphere 
which it has been fostering over the decades. The brutal 
attacks on Palestinians by occupation forces, the policy 
of stealing Arab land and terrorizing its people, and the 
murders in the Al Asqa Mosque all bear the same 
stamp. 

The world public is extremely worried. The GDR con- 
tinues to extend firm solidarity and support to the 
courageous and long-suffering Arab people of Pales- 
tine and their sole legitimate representatives, the PLO. 
It is now more important than ever for the peoples of 
the world to be vigilant, to accuse and condemn the 
conspirators and help to pre-empt their belligerent 
designs. 

(Neues Deutschland, newspaper of the SED Central 
Committee, 13 April 1982) 
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Israeli war hysteria 


The preparations for a new offensive against southern 
Lebanon are virtually complete. It seems as though Tel 
Aviv is trying to distract attention from its acute domestic 
crisis yet again by launching a crusade in another 
direction, a crusade that would lead to the fifth Middle 
East War, in the hope of finally achieving that long- 
cherished goal of eliminating the ‘Palestinian prob- 
lem” once and for all by destroying the people of Pa- 
lestine and realizing the dream of a Greater Israel. 

The entire gamut of Tel Aviv’s policies towards the 
Palestinian people, the gunfire on Jerusalem's Temple 
Hill and in the Gaza Strip, and the war threats against 
southern Lebanon where many Palestinian refugees are 
known to be living—it all fits in so neatly with the at- 
mosphere of chauvinism and demagogy that has been 
whipped up over the years, and with Tel Aviv's aggres- 
sive plans. 

The United States, Israel’s major ally, should find it 
difficult to come up with a plausible excuse for the 
horrific deaths which have taken place over the last few 
days; a perfunctory avowal of concern about the situa- 
tion in the Middle East is propably just not adequate 
any more. Washington has already expressed enough 
concern and still continues to support Israel with money 
and arms supplies—arms which were used, for example, 
to kill two Palestinian boys aged twelve and seven. 


(Commentary on Radio DDR, 14 April 1982) 
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A system runs amok 


An individual running amok, a madman in other words— 
that is how many bourgeois media and official bodies 
in Tel Aviv are trying to dismiss the incident in which 
an Israeli reservist caused an appalling bloodbath in 
Jerusalem's Al Aqsa Mosque on 11 April. 

Reports like this are all part of the current escalation 
of anti-Arab activity which Israel is currently directing 
at its neighbours in both north and east. The Israeli 
occupation forces on the West Bank, in Gaza and on 
the Syrian Golan Heights have unleashed a wave of 
indiscriminate repression. Zionist policy is characterized 
by mass arrests and Arab citizens being driven force- 
fully from their land and homes. The Israelis have drawn 
up four divisions along the border to southern Lebanon, 
all of them on increased alert having finished their 
preparations for a military attack. Israel’s premier 
Begin may well dispute this, but he contradicted himself 
on 12 April when he announced that no definitive deci- 
sion had yet been taken with regard to an offensive 
against Palestinian bases in southern Lebanon. 

Given this background, anyone who dares to play 
down the bloody act in Jerusalem as a solidarity crime 
carried out by a berserk individual must, whether he 
likes it or not, accept accusations of political blindness. 
Seen in the proper light, murders like this are sympto- 
matic of a perverse political lust for aggression and 
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power. The sharpshooter in Jerusalem was only doing 
what his army had taught him, what he was able to wit- 
ness almost every day as normal practice for this army 
and its commanders in Tel Aviv. Where crimes against 
the peoples of neighbouring states are part of official 
government policy, lunatic murderers are nothing to be 
surprised at. 

(Tribune, daily paper of the National Executive of the 
Confederation of Free German Trade Unions, 13 April 
1982) 


14 


World-wide solidarity 
with a brave struggle 


The ranks of those who are dedicated to achieving a 
lasting political solution to the Middle East conflict are 
growing broader and broader. This is reflected in the 
draft resolution submitted to the UN Security Council 
by Jordan on 2 April, which called on Israel to revoke 
its arbitrary measures against elected mayors along 
with its occupation practices which violate international 
law. The draft met with the approval of the majority of 
council members, but not that of the USA. It abused its 
right of veto to prevent it being adopted. 

That is hardly surprising, after all. Since the time 
when Washington concluded an agreement on “‘stra- 
tegic cooperation” with the Begin regime in November 
1981 it has been increasing the role of the Israeli gov- 
ernment as the guardian of American military and neo- 
colonial interests in the Middle East. The constant flow 
of dollars and arms to Tel Aviv—“military and economic 
aid’”’ amounting to over 2,200 million dollars in this 
financial year alone, which is equivalent to more than 
a quarter of all US foreign aid—encourages the Zionist 
rulers to resort to more and more force in pursuit of 
their expansionist goals. 

But the occupied Arab regions are proving that it will 
take more than guns and diplomatic intrigue to break 
the resistance and fighting spirit of the Arab people of 
Palestine. For one thing, they are not alone in their just 
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struggle. They can draw on the understanding and sup- 
port of all progressive Arab forces, including demo- 
cratic circles in Israel. 

This courageous people are experiencing in the 
course of their brave struggle the solidarity of all those 
forces in the world who are committed to peace, na- 
tional independence and social progress. While Yassir 
Arafat was on his official friendly visit to our country, 
Erich Honecker repeated that the GDR would not 
slacken in its suport for the just cause of the Pales- 
tinian people. 

(Neues Deutschland, newspaper of the SED Central 
Committee, 6 April 1982) 
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